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A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE CREATION OF A SPECIAL TASK FORCE ON 
“COLLATERAL VICTIMS” OF THE ADMINISTRATION’S WAR AGAINST ILLEGAL 

DRUGS    

 

WHEREAS, the Duterte administration’s campaign against illegal drugs has killed more 
than 2,000 alleged drug addicts and pushers during legitimate police operations while 
about 4,000 other unsolved summary killings have been reported;  

WHEREAS, the death of the more or less 4,000 alleged drug suspects are attributed to 
either vigilantes or drug syndicate members; 

WHEREAS, among the victims of the administration’s war on illegal drugs are a number 
of innocent victims, including minors as young as 4 or 5 years old; 

WHEREAS, Pres. Duterte has himself admitted that there are innocents killed in the 
sweeping campaign against illegal drugs and has called these innocent victims as 
“collateral damage”;  

WHEREAS, the president has explained in a recent news report that the government is 
civilly liable for injury or death of innocent victims resulting from the war on illegal drugs; 

WHEREAS, in view of these unfortunate incidents of killings of innocent civilians during 
the ongoing war against illegal drugs, we should take action to ensure that these 
innocent victims are compensated in hopes of alleviating, even a little, their families’ 
suffering; 

WHEREAS, in order to determine who among the thousands of victims are innocent, 
there is a need to create a Special Task Force of investigators, composed of 
prosecutors or commissioned lawyers, to conduct investigations within a given target 
period, in accordance with Rules regarding criminal and civil cases;  

WHEREAS, the creation of this Special Task Force will help ensure that the 
government’s campaign against illegal drugs will have the popular support and approval 
of the citizens; 

WHEREAS, this Special Task Force should be tasked with the function to, 1) investigate 
the propriety of police drug bust operations, 2) to determine the identity of the “collateral 
victims”, 3) to determine and recommend appropriate compensation for the family of the 



victims, and 4) if warranted, to recommend for the prosecution of perpetrators 
responsible for the death of these “collateral victims”; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved by the House of 
Representatives urging His Excellency President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, to create a 
Special Task Force on “collateral victims” of the administration’s war against 
illegal drugs  
 
Adopted, 
 
 
 
 

RODEL M. BATOCABE
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